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Architects
Architects may incur financial liability to others for their
mistakes and those of their employees, in consequence of in-
correct advice and the improper drawing up of plans, specifica-
tions, designs, quantities or tenders, or for negligent supervision
of structural and other work. Policies for firms or individuals
are provided on somewhat similar lines to those for accountants.
Chemists and Druggists
The main risks of chemists and druggists relate to the possi-
bilities of prescriptions having been made up incorrectly. The
qualifications of the proposer and of the persons employed by
him for dispensing are of paramount importance. Past history
requires investigation although no claims may have been made
following mistakes. Certain medicines may be compounded in
bulk and, before the error will have been discovered, a large
number of persons may have been seriously affected.
Premiums are based partly on the limit of indemnity and
partly on the number of qualified dispensers.
Doctors and Dentists
The work of doctors and dentists for the present purpose is
similar and, not infrequently, speculative actions may be com-
menced against such persons by those who allege incorrect
diagnosis or that an alternative method of treatment might have
secured more satisfactory results than those derived from the
treatment given. It is here that the importance of professional
qualifications becomes apparent, since there is often no lack of
qualified persons ready to give evidence for the plaintiff in an
action against an unrecognised defendant practitioner, but
professional men may hesitate to give their opinions in favour
of such a person.
Most doctors are members of the Medical Defence Union
which makes provision for the defence of doctors against whom
legal actions are commenced arising out of alleged negligence,
or want of reasonable skill. Few proposals, therefore, are made
by doctors who can obtain much wider cover in respect of claims
for alleged unprofessional conduct from their professional union.
If a proposal is received, the insurers will wish to know if the
proposer is within the Medical Defence Union scheme, and, if
not, why not.
Premiums are usually calculated upon the limit of indemnity
selected and the number of qualified persons comprising and
employed by the partnership.

